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Abstract
Stock markets play an important role in shaping
an economic portfolio in many countries and are often
used as critical ways to measure economic health
and financial status in numerous studies. Financial
markets are often volatile and can be influenced by
a wide range of direct and indirect variables. The
current Covid-19 Pandemic has severely impaired the
economic markets in many parts of the world and has
negatively affected millions of investors. While some
financial markets or stocks are expected to recover or
partially recover from this crisis, others may not. With
recent crises, such as the 2008 economic crash or the
economic impact of the 9/11 event, researchers are
looking for innovative ways to analyze the behavior
of financial markets under crisis. Can we apply
traditional analytical approaches to study the behavior
of financial markets under crises, or a different new
approach is required to conduct such a study? This
paper proposes a new network model and employs
a population analysis approach to address such an
important research question. We present the basic steps
that illustrate how to construct correlation networks
of financial stocks and how to utilize graph-theoretic
properties of the constructed networks to analyze the
behavior of stocks over a given period of time. The
proposed population analysis approach allows us to
compare the behavior of various groups of companies
and their relevant economic sectors in the stock market.
We apply the correlation network analysis on different
financial data and study the financial implications of two
major events, the 2008 economic crash, and Covid-19.
In particular, we use the networks to compare the
behavior of different economic sectors and uncover the
similarities and differences between sectors and their
reactions or behavior during these two events. We
were able to see certain patterns and extract useful
information from the correlation networks. For example,
we observed that companies in finance sectors behave in
a similar way under the effect of both events and identify
some similarities between the behavior of the energy
sector during the current pandemic and the utility sector
during the 2008 crash.
1. Introduction
The economic cycle and its financial implications
can be impacted by many parameters including various
world events, internal developments within companies,
inflation and interest rates, and releases of financial
reports. Economic cycles can also be impacted by
sudden or unexpected events, which may rise to the
level of a local, regional or works crisis. In such a
case, there will be a significant decline in different
economic activities that will continue for a few months.
An economic crisis affects different economic sectors,
rates of GDP, unemployment, and so forth. The effects
of the crises depend on its nature and the governments
and industries’ reactions[1]. An economic crises can
be categorized as a structural crisis such as the 2008
crash, or as a shock or a non-structural crisis such as
the Covid-19 pandemic [2, 3, 4]. When an economic
crisis happens, all developed and developing countries
are affected by the economic crash consequences. The
economic crash in 2008 was categorized as a structural
crisis since market players were the leading cause.
The evidence of the financial crisis in 2008 displayed
the weaknesses in the financial system. The problem
originated with risky mortgage lending practices by
financial institutions. Due to the structural nature of the
economic crisis in 2008, the government and relevant
financial institutions applied different strategies and
pursued different policies that helped to some degree
and provided a path for recovery [2, 3, 4].
The current pandemic is widely categorized as a
non-structural world crisis. As the virus spread from
China, the initial reaction of many countries was to
close their borders, and as a result, different economic
activities stopped progressing forward including major
profit loss in transportation and travel industries as





well as significant increase in unemployment rates.
Unfortunately, there is no specific way to predict when a
crisis will happen; however, different indicators could
help anticipate the coming crisis. The probability of
having a crisis increases when all or some of those
indicators change. The most common indicators are
the rate of GDP, unemployment rate, the devaluation of
assets such as stocks. For example, while the rate of
unemployment increased for a few months, the rate of
GDP decreased consistently for two periods. Lost profit
or a low rate of profit in short/long-term deposits can be
a sign of an approaching economic crisis [5, 6].
A significant change in stock market movements is one
common indicator of a future crisis. In most situations,
the decline in the stock market starts months before
the crisis begins, and depending on the market, it will
impact other markets around the world. As mentioned
earlier, depending on the non-structural or structural
nature of the crisis, the significant widespread effect
of the crisis around the world could be different. For
example, in the 2020 pandemic, the Wall Street stock
market experienced its worst fall since the financial
crisis, and different industries related to airlines,
tourism, transportation, and energy were impacted.
In this paper, we propose a new model to study
the impact of crises on the financial market that is
based on the concepts of population analysis and
comparative evaluations. We attempt to compare the
behavior of different economic sectors during the 2008
economic crash and the Covid-19 pandemic using this
proposed model. We applied the correlation network
and community/population-based analysis on data sets
collected from these two events to find similarities in
companies’ excess returns. Later, we grouped the
companies based on their economic sectors to explain
the reasoning behind their behaviors. The remainder of
this paper is as follows: First, we review the literature
related to the economic crash in 2008 and the current
pandemic and briefly review the studies in the financial
domain from a big data perspective. The following
section looks at the methodology, description of data,
and lays out the procedures in the analysis. Then we
continue with analytical results, followed by presenting
the facts behind the analysis results in the discussion
section. In the last section, we present the conclusion.
2. Literature Review
There is no doubt that major activities in the stock
market have an impact on the economy. Researchers
study the stock market from different perspectives; some
studies tried to analyze the market theoretically, and
others look at the market empirically. Such studies could
be conducted with statistical analysis, big data overview,
financial perspectives, etc. The purpose of these studies
is to deeply analyze the market to find the patterns
behind the activities, predict the future movements,
collect enough information in different periods, and to
design proper strategies for any unexpected events in
order to help the market recover as soon as possible.
Therefore, researchers have tried to conduct different
studies applying different methodologies to clarify the
effect of different movements either in crises or booms.
In [7], the reported study focused on analyzing the
impact of the market theoretically and empirically. The
result of the analysis showed that during the 1968-70
recession, there was 7% capital loss, 7% in nominal
value, and 19% in real terms. Regarding the effect on
economic sectors, corporate shareholdings declined by
14% [7].
The United States economic crash in 2008 was the result
of a false housing boom, risky financial manipulations
in order to grant high-risk mortgage loans, and lack
of regulation of stock traders and speculators searching
the capital market. The impact of this crisis brought
major issues in different sectors: many lost their jobs
in the housing sector, the financial market froze, and
widespread economic recession occurred. Banks and
financial institutions were forced to suspend lending,
disrupting the economic cycle in many countries.
Following these events, the world financial markets
collapsed, the housing market stagnated, and the
banking system’s problems continued for years. The
result of the study [8] showed that besides major
economic sectors, such as the financial sector and
the housing sector impacted by the crisis, the utility
sector had been impacted on three fronts: financing,
demand, and expansion. Even though it has been
13 years since the 2008 crisis, researchers are still
trying to find similarities and differences in economic
sectors’ behavior with other crises such as the Great
Depression, past pandemics (SARS), and now the
Covid-19 pandemic. Another relevant study pointed
out that studying simple mathematical models for
economics is not enough to prepare for potential
corrections to deal with future economic crises [9].
For example, the world was not well prepared to face
the consequences of Covid-19 and its wide range of
implications. Further, the study argues for the need
of economists to work along with social scientists to
better understand and face future economic challenges.
The researchers in [10] compared various stock market
crashes that happened in the 20th century, and concluded
that focusing on the stock market is not always a good
indicator of economic health, nor is the success of
the stock market is an indicator of financial stability.
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Another study of the 2008 great crash was reported in
[11]. The study concluded that it would be a geopolitical
setback to the United States. Other studies highlighted
that central banks need to quickly respond to market
fluctuations [10, 12].
Since one of the significant ways to invest in the United
States is the stock market [13]. Researchers have studied
the behaviors in the stock market during unexpected
events like the SARS pandemic and Covid-19 pandemic
in order to gauge public reaction. The researchers
applied a non-parametric Mann-Whitney test and
heteroscedastic t-test to examine the impact of the
SARS epidemic in 2003 on eight countries’ stock
market returns. The study showed that there was
no significant effect on the economy due to SARS.
However, the analysis of the stock market data during
the 2020 pandemic demonstrated that stock indices were
negatively affected in different countries [14]. Similar to
the previous study on the SARS pandemic, researchers
applied the same methodology on the weekly panel
data to Covid-19 data in order to find any significant
impact the pandemic had on the stock market in sixteen
countries. When the pandemic started and the time that
different health departments verified human-to-human
transmission, the stock market had both a short-term and
long-term adverse reaction [14]. As of February and
March 2020, SP500 lost 1/3 of its value, and a group of
researchers conducted a survey to measure respondents’
expectations and households’ financial prospects. The
goal of the study was to find the impact of the 2020
pandemic on the households’ decisions and how they
adjusted their plan for future investments, savings,
and spending [13]. The survey was conducted on
the aggregate equity market and dividend futures to
investigate how expectations change in a crisis, such as
the pandemic. The result of the analysis showed that
the investors’ behaviors were equally likely to evolve
during the crisis and Giglio et al. (2020b) documents
that ”while respondents on average downward revised
their short-run expectations about stock returns and
GDP growth during the crash, they remained optimistic
about the long-run outlook, and that disagreement across
investors increased over the crash” [13].
Besides all statistical and financial analysis, big data
analysts have analyzed the stock markets applying
different computational and statistical methodologies.
One of the methods, computational analysis, builds
the correlation network based on stock market data.
Companies or stock indices represented the nodes in
the network, and edges represented the relationship
between nodes. For example, in order to find the
similarities in stocks’ behaviors, researchers conducted
the network analysis on daily prices in different stocks
[15, 16]. The result of the network analysis showed
that a small number of companies belonging to the
financial sector dominated the market. Correlation
network analysis is a powerful method because it
can be used for a huge amount of data (such as
financial datasets). As an example, a small regional
network and a worldwide network on the stock market
were constructed and used to make various economic
decisions [17, 16]. Correlation-based network analysis
has been implemented and validated in multiple research
areas such as the bio-sciences (detection of several
health conditions), social sciences (identify various
stages of disease progression), and various engineering
disciplines (safety for the bridges) [18, 19, 20, 21, 22,
23]. The correlation network is identified as a powerful
method to apply for complex datasets; accordingly,
the researchers need a community detection method
to extract the knowledge from the network. Markov
clustering algorithm was identified as one of the efficient
tools for extracting information [24]. Hence, we
applied a correlation network on the complex monthly
stock market data and used the same community-based
algorithm.
This study uses population analysis to determine which
economic sectors behave the same during two crises
under study in the United States – the 2008 economic
crash and the economic crisis of the current pandemic.
In other words, the research question for this study is
that: given a crisis, what economic sectors of the stock
market will be affected?
3. Methodology
The proposed approach in this study is based on the
concept of population analysis, which is to conduct an
assessment of an individual element as it compares to a
group of peers. The first step in this approach is to build
a similarity network based on the desired outcome, in
this case, it is based on the similarity in the performance
of stocks in a financial market based on their behavior
for a certain period, then conducts the analysis based
on the structural properties of the constructed network.
Graphs are used to model the network, making it
possible to take advantage of the numerous tools and
algorithms available to extract relevant parameters and
relevant information from the graph models. For
example, a highly dense subgraph in the obtained
network will represent a cluster of stocks with common
characteristics as compared to other stocks under study.
Such information will be particularly critical when we
attempt to assess the behavior of companies under a
financial crisis.
When an economic crash or a worldwide pandemic
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happens, the immediate effect is always on the stock
market, and especially on various sectors of companies
in the stock market. However, there are always a
few sectors that are resilient to any severe conditions
in the stock market. This proposed method aims to
study various events and see what sectors are resilient
to these events, and why, and how they bounce back
very quickly. Identifying these sectors could be an
important source of guidance for investors in order to
predict pattern in the stock market for financial gain,
even in worst case scenarios.
While studying an individual stock or a particular
sector gives the information about a specific behavior,
grouping/clustering the companies based on their
historic behavior will enable us to see the global picture.
Once the companies are globally divided, based on their
behavior, it is easy to study them at a high granularity
level to understand how they are affected and resilient
in various events. Comparing one group, with respect
to the remaining groups, enables us to identify specific
characteristics associated with each group, and what
particular parameters are significantly impactful in this
group compared to others. The very advantage of
graph-based models such as correlation network models
in view of stock market related datasets is that they
allow us to establish similarities and differences among
the companies based on their historical behavior and
partition them into groups to assess the overall behavior
of each group as related to the rest of the groups
[18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23].
The proposed population analysis method in this study
allows us to establish valuable connections among
stocks under study and conduct a comparative study
of how various stocks or groups of stocks behave in
general and under economic crises such as an economic
crash or a pandemic. This section explains the series
of steps performed right from dataset preparation until
identifying various significant sectors using population
analysis for both the economic crash 2008 and the
Covid-19 pandemic events. The following are the steps
in this process (Figure 1): a) Datasets preparation for
both the events b) Creating a correlation networks c)
Identifying the communities/clusters d) Applying the
enrichment analysis to identify the significant sectors.
a) Datasets Preparation
The monthly stock market return data for the
economic crash is collected from the Centre for
Research in Security Prices (CRSP) database and the
Fama-French (FF) databases. The pandemic data is
collected from the Bloomberg database. Based on
availability, the economic crash data of four years
Figure 1. Methodological steps
(48 months - from 2006 t0 2009 inclusively) and the
pandemic data of eight months (from January 2020 to
August 2020) are considered for analysis. The monthly
return values from CRSP or Bloomberg databases are
subtracted from the risk-free values of the FF database
to obtain the parameter Excess Return (ER). The ER
values represent the overall behavior of the stock,
and it ranges from 1.0 to 2.0, with -1.0 means 100%
loss, and 2.0 means 200% gain. This provides the
time-series data of the two datasets in terms of their
ERs. The time-series data will be used as the input
for constructing the correction networks in the next
step. Please note that the 2008 economic crash dataset
is referred to as CrashER, and the pandemic dataset
as Covid-19ER. There are 1411 companies from 12
sectors in the CrashER dataset and 450 companies from
12 sectors in the Covid-19ER dataset.
b) Creating a correlation network
The correlation network model is based on a
graph-theoretic approach that has been used in other
application domains, including civil engineering and
biomedical informatics as reported in [18, 19, 20, 21,
22, 23]. In this model, each company/stock under
study is represented by a node in the graph. Two
nodes are connected by an edge in the graph if the
behavior of the corresponding companies is similar
over the period of time considered in the study, as
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shown in Figures 2 and 3. The correlation networks
for the two individual datasets were created based on
the correlations/similarity patterns of the time-series
data of the ER values. Figures 2 and 3 represent the
correlation networks (ρ ≥ 0.95%) for the CrashER and
the Covid-19ER datasets respectively.The time-series
data created in the previous step is used to calculate the
pair-wise correlations between every pair of companies
and similarity is determined based on a correlation value
above a certain threshold. We checked the normality
of the data and found that it was determined that
the data does not follow normality. Hence, we used
Spearman ranking correlation coefficients to measure
the pair-wise correlation between any two time-series
data of the ERs. We have generated networks using
different thresholds to create an edge between the nodes
in the correlation network including 75%, 85%, and
95% . Different thresholds are tested for the robustness
analysis. While different thresholds produce different
networks, the overall analysis was not significantly
impacted by the threshold variability. In this paper,
we are reporting the results obtained using networks
generated with correlation parameters equal or above
0.95%.
Figure 2. Correlation network of CrashER-dataset
Figure 3. Correlation network of Covid-19ER-dataset
c) Identifying the communities/clusters
The main goal of building a network of stocks that
reflects their behavior similarities is to identify groups of
stocks that exhibit similar trends over a period time, in
particular during disrupting events or crises. To achieve
this goal, we used the various clustering algorithms to
identify subnetworks of high density in the constructed
networks. In this study, we are reporting the results
obtained using the Markov Clustering Algorithm (MCL)
since it has been shown to perform well on graph-based
models [24]. MCL is a graph clustering algorithm based
on random-walks that can be tweaked using an input
inflation parameter to influence the size of the clusters.
The parameter ranges between 1 and 10 with large
values producing small clusters. In our experiments,
we tested different values of the inflation values on
both datasets to identify the values that provide higher
degrees of distinguishability among the clusters. In
terms of quality of clustering, it is always preferable
to produce clusters with high homogeneity of elements
in each cluster and higher separation among elements
in different clusters. In this paper, we are reporting
results obtained using Inflation values between 2 and 4
with 0.5 increments since they provide the best results
in terms of homogeneity and separation. We use End
Average Excess Return (EAER), which is an average
excess return of the last month in the dataset, to assess
the quality of the produced clustering, as shown in Table
1. For example, for the CrashER dataset, with the EAER
values listed in the last column, the maximum difference
between the lowest value of EAER (0.52 for cluster 49)
and the highest EAER (5.11 for cluster 160) is 4.59,
which is obtained with the inflation parameter value of
2.5. Similarly, different inflation values are tested for
the Covid-19ER dataset, and again 2.5 produced the best
results. In Table 2, the maximum EAER difference is
between cluster 18 (the lowest return value of -12.55)
and cluster 30 (highest return value of 103.24) is 115.79.
The minimum size of each cluster is calculated based
on the average of all the cluster sizes produced. The
clusters with at least this minimum size (mean size and
above) are considered are called candidate clusters (CC)
and that will be considered for the population analysis
in the next step.
Row # Cluster # Nodes #Nodes(%) EAER(%)
[1,] 49 29 2.055 0.52
[2,] 798 132 9.35 1.55
[3,] 160 25 1.77 5.11
Table 1. MCL clusters with the end average excess
returns (EAER) (CrashER-dataset)
Page 1162
Row # Cluster # Nodes #Nodes(%) EAER(%)
[1,] 18 25 5.071 -12.55
[2,] 33 140 28.398 14.81
[3,] 29 47 9.533 16.09
[4,] 32 22 4.462 27.52
[5,] 27 93 18.864 29.02
[6,] 28 59 11.968 30.74
[7,] 30 43 8.722 103.24
Table 2. MCL clusters with end average excess
returns (EAER) (Covid-19ER-dataset)
d) Applying the Enrichment analysis
In a process with so many non-deterministic
parameters, such as in the assessment and predictions
of behavior of stocks under non-structural conditions,
it is very difficult to measure performance in absolute
values. Hence, the need for assessment by comparison.
Stocks that perform better than most can be argued to
be performing well as compared to those perform worse
than most. Hence, we employ the concept of population
analysis, which is a process of assessing performance of
one group/community as it compares with the rest of the
groups/communities in the domain under consideration.
The objective of population analysis in this study is
to compare different communities with respect to a
certain outcome measure, then identify which input
features are enriched in this community. In this study,
the outcome parameter is the excess return (ER) and the
input parameter is the sector. We apply the population
analysis to see the significantly enriched sector(s) in
each of the communities with respect to the remaining
communities. For finding the significantly enriched
parameters by comparing various communities, we use
hypergeometric distribution, as shown in Equation 1.
The hypergeometric distribution is a sampling without
replacement method, used for gene enrichment analysis
in earlier studies [25]. We use the hypergeometric
distribution with a False Discovery Rate (FDR) of
0.05 to identify the significantly enriched sectors
in a certain community of stocks/companies with a
common behavior pattern. To apply the hypergeometric
distribution, we divide the companies into two sets;
a target set and a background set. The background
set consists of the universal set; that is all companies
used in the study. The target set is any particular
















Where N is the total number of companies in the
target set, K is the total number of companies in the same
sector, n is the total number of companies in the given
cluster, and x is the total number of companies in the
given cluster that has the same sector name. P (X≥ K)
is the probability of having at least k companies with the
same sector name from the given cluster.
Feature T.S p value R.S B.S
Basic
Materials
1 1 2 3
Utility 5 1 24 29
Finance 122 1.55e-10 25 147
Industrial 2 1 1 3
Real
Estate
1 1 1 2
Other 2 1 1 3
Table 3. Significantly enriched parameters for the
given cluster #798 of CrashER-dataset.
T.S: Target Set, R.S: Remaining Set, B.S:
Background Set
4. Results
The two events, the economic crash 2008 and
the Covid-19 pandemic on the stock market data,
were compared in this study. As mentioned earlier
in the methodology section, we used 48 months of
data for the economic crash and eight months of
data for the pandemic. Using population analysis
procedure, a correlation network is created based on
the outcome parameter, and the resultant individual
communities are analyzed for the commonly enriched
input parameters. In this study, the outcome parameter
is the excess return (ER), and the input parameter
is the sector. The correlation networks for the
two individual datasets were created based on the
correlations/similarity patterns of the time-series data
of the ER values. Figures 2 and 3 represent the
correlation networks (ρ ≥ 0.95%) for the CrashER
and the Covid-19ER datasets, respectively. A
clustering algorithm was applied to the correlation
networks individually. Resultant communities/clusters
are analyzed further to recognizing the commonly
enriched sector(s). The resulting networks are shown
with different colors and numbers in Figures 2 and
3. The clusters with at least the minimum size
(mean size and above) are the CCs and considered for
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the population analysis. The mean cluster sizes for
the CrashER-dataset and the Covid-19ER dataset are
15 and 20, respectively. Three CCs were produced
with equal and above the mean size of 15 for the
CrashER-dataset as shown in Table 1, and seven
CCs for the Covid-19ER-dataset as shown in Table
2. In addition, the cluster numbers, number of nodes
(or companies), percentage of nodes in each cluster,
and their EAER(%) are also shown in tables 1 and
2. Robustness analysis with different thresholds (ρ
≥ 0.75%, 0.85%, and 0.95%) was applied to create
the correlation networks in order to identify what
sectors are significant at different thresholds. Different
thresholds are tested for the robustness analysis. While
different thresholds produce different networks, the
overall analysis was not significantly impacted by the
threshold variability. This paper reports the results
obtained using networks generated with correlation
parameters ≥ 0.95%.
The hypergeometric distribution was applied on the
resultant clusters to find the parameters’ (in this case,
sectors) enrichment. Table 1 shows that the clustering
algorithm produces three communities/clusters for the
CrashER-dataset with a mean size of 15 and above.
The three communities are numbered 49, 160, and
798, with the number of nodes 29, 25, and 132,
respectively. The total number of nodes is 187. In
population analysis, each community is compared
against the remaining communities as a target set and
a background set using the hypergeometric distribution
to identify the significantly enriched sector(s). The
background set is the set of all companies/nodes with
their respective sector names associated with them,
and the target set is the set of nodes/companies from
the given community associated with the same sector
name. For example, community 798 contains 132
nodes/companies from six different sectors, such as
basic materials, utility, finance, industrial, real estate,
and others, as shown in Table 3. To identify what sector
is significantly enriched out of these six sectors, we
apply hypergeometric distribution. For each sector, a
target set and a background set is created. For example,
there are three companies (Background Set) that are
associated with the sector name ”Basic Materials” in
all three communities together. Out of these three
companies, one company (Target Set) is present in
community 798. Two companies are in the remaining
communities (Remaining Set). The hypergeometric
distribution gives a p-value of 1 for the basic materials’
sector. Hence, for any significance level (alpha value
0.01, 0.05, and 0.10), basic material is not a significant
sector for community 798. For all the remaining
sectors of community 798, the similar hypergeometric
distribution is performed, as shown in Table 3. The
finance sector is the only significant sector out of all the
six sectors with a p-value of 1.55e-10. This process is
applied for both of the remaining clusters with respect
to all the sectors. The significantly enriched sectors for
all the clusters and the datasets are shown in Table 4.
For the CrashER dataset, finance and utility sectors
dataset significant
parameters













Table 4. Significantly enriched parameters for both
the datasets
are highly significant parameters. Similarly, for the
Covid-19ER dataset, finance and energy are the highly
enriched sectors. We also observe that the finance
sector is commonly enriched for both crises. The third
column of Table 4 represents two CCs in each dataset
with at least one significant sector. Only these CCs are
encircled in the correlation network graphs shown in
Figures 2 and 3. For the same CCs, the average excess
returns line graphs (behavioral patterns) are plotted as
shown in Figures 4 and 5.






Figure 4. Behavioral patterns of economic crash
From Figure 4, we see that there is a huge crash in
September 2008 (the 33rd month and encircled with the
event), and from Figure 5, we see that the Covid-19
lockdown started in March 2020 (the 3rd month in
the graph encircled with the event). The population
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analysis results show that the finance and utility sectors
are highly enriched for the CrashER dataset, whereas
finance and energy sectors are highly enriched for the
Covid-19ER dataset, as shown in Figures 4, 5, and Table
4 (see the encircled patterns), respectively. The reasons
behind these sectors being significant for these crises are
explained in the next section.






Figure 5. Behavioral patterns of Covid-19
5. Discussion
There are several key findings obtained from this
similarity network model. Identifying the financial
sector as a sector with common characteristics in both
crises is one of the main outcomes of the proposed
study, as shown in Table 4. The federal reserve
and government interventions played critical roles in
the crises. When the economic crash happened in
the summer 2008, the government financially assisted
Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae, American International
Group, and as well as investment bank Merrill Lynch
was forced into a merger with Bank of America; in
addition to Wachovia was merged into Wells Fargo
[8]. Similarly, the federal reserve provided substantial
support to the financial sector during the Covid-19
pandemic. The availability of such assistance to
financial institutions allowed them more leeway in
granting loans to customers and improved their ability
to face the challenges that resulted from the pandemic.
As a result, banks were able to grant higher loans and
decrease their operating costs. The funds provided by
the Federal Reserve allowed banks to maintain a good
deal of their financial stability, even during economic
crisis.
All the sectors were affected by the 2008 financial
crisis. However, the utility sector significantly
affected/enriched for the CrashER dataset. Due to
the nature of the crisis, the utility sector was affected
by financing, demand, and expansion. Since there
was decreased trust in the financial market, investors
withdrew their investments; thus, this reaction caused
more challenges in the market. Although maintaining
stability in the market was difficult due to lack of trust,
the utility deals decreased. This led to the common
characteristics among utility companies that was reveals
by our analysis. Similar results were mentioned in
previous studies as: ”electric utilities are a major
presence in the financial markets, particularly in terms
of short-term borrowing. When the credit markets froze
in mid-September 2008, several prominent utilities took
proactive steps to secure access to funds by drawing
from their bank credit lines” [8].
The energy sector was one of the sectors recognized as a
significant sector from the Covid-19ER dataset. Before
the 2020 pandemic, the energy sector suffered from a
price battle among key players in this market including
Saudi Arabia and Russia. When the pandemic started
and social restrictions got put in place, the previous
problems in the energy sector accelerated. Based on
previous experiences, the energy sector could make
a profit if crude oil prices go above $50 per barrel.
However, due to the restrictions in different economic
activities, at the end of April 2020, the crude oil prices
were $16 per barrel, which was the lowest price in
the last 20 years1. Therefore, the low-price experience
due to the current situation in the economy caused the
energy sector to lose its profit. This led to a significant
correlation among companies in the energy sector as
identified by the network model.
6. Conclusion
In this study, a novel population analysis approach
for analyzing the financial markets under crises is
introduced and implemented with excess returns as
the outcome parameter and financial sector as the
input enrichment parameter. The study showed that
the proposed network analysis using graph modeling
and community-based assessment provides a powerful
method for dealing with complex problems utilizing
high-volume datasets. In this paper, correlation
networks are constructed using financial data associated
with the behavior of stocks during two major events: the
2008 market crash and the 2019 global pandemic. For
each network, graph clustering algorithms are used to
identify groups of companies that behave similarly in
terms of their ER values. Each group or community
is compared with all the remaining communities using
1https://www.statista.com/statistics/326017/weekly-crude-oil-prices
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enrichment analysis to find what sectors are significantly
represented in the given community. For each dataset,
two communities were identified as significant with
at least one significant parameter. Results show
that finance and utility sectors are significant for the
CrashER dataset, and the finance and energy sector
are significant for the Covid-19ER dataset. It was
particularly important to observe that the finance sector
is a common sector in both crises. The reported analysis
showed that no matter whether the crisis is due to
a structural or non-structural event, the government
always tries to intervene to protect the financial sector.
Government support, such as low-interest loans or
stimulus packages, is provided to stabilize the economy.
This study represents a starting point for a very
promising line of research in analyzing the complex
world of financial markets, under normal circumstances
as well as during crises. Regarding the limitation of
this work, for the CrashER dataset, 48 months of data
was available, while for the Covid-19ER dataset, only
eight months of data was available to us at the time
of testing the network model. Equal length time-series
datasets would certainly improve the overall quality of
the study, particularly to fully understand the aftermath
of any major crisis in the stock market. We also used one
enrichment parameter, the financial sector, in the initial
study. We plan to include multiple parameters in the
enrichment analysis in future studies, including the size
and age of the companies. We also plan to consider the
intercorrelations among the various parameters. Future
studies may also focus on tracking the real-time data to
identify the signal/s at the beginning of a stock market
crisis based on the comparison with the other crises
using this method.
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